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The Chinese Communist Party’s Work on International Public Opinion during
the Second Sino-Japanese War:
With an Emphasis on the Propaganda to European & American Journalists
Xinli ZHAO

During the Japanese-Chinese War, the Chinese Communist Party actively tried to manipulate
international public opinion using foreign journalists. It became part of the their wartime
propaganda activity. In those days, the Chinese Communist Party did not hold any right of
diplomatic activity, but, through an organization known as the “Yenan Association”, they eagerly
developed manipulation of foreign opinion, especially directed towards European and American
journalists. This paper mainly investigates the foundation and the role of the “Yenan Association,”
as research into this association remains undeveloped Clarifying the process of its foundation,
this paper also deals with the effort and effect of realizing its goals regarding the delegation to the
northwest of foreign and domestic journalists organized by the Chinese Communist Party. From
the schedule of their visit to China and articles written by conspicuous European and American
journalists, such as Edgar Snow (1905-1972), Agnes Smedley (1892-1950), and the delegation to the
northwest of foreign and domestic journalists, this paper analyzes the effect of the manipulation of

international public opinion by the Chinese Communist Party.



