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On Ohya Soichi during the Occupation Period:
“Ohya Soichi” and “Sarutori Satoshi”

Hiroshi SAKAMOTO
This paper attempts to focus on the activities of Ohya Soichi (1900-1970) during the Occupation

period in Japan. In Ohya’s career, his activities under occupation were recognized as belonging
to a period of switchover: the conspicuous critic of the authorities in prewar days who was called
“The King of the Mass Media” after 1955. Because of commonly accepted opinion, research on his
activities during occupied Japan has been relatively scarce. It is believed that during those days,
Ohya kept his distance from writing, and spent most of his time working on a farm; then, using
the pen name of “Sarutori Satoshi,” which is a parody of the French existentialist philosopher
J-P Sartre, Ohya started over again on a writing career, and finally settled down to use of his real
name, Ohya Soichi. According to my research, however, Ohya kept writing under his real name
soon after Japan’s defeat in WWII, and during the period 1948-1950 he used both his pen name
and his real name. The works published during those days were not infused with any particular
ideology, but neither did they explain his conversion from Marxism and his relationship with the
Japanese Communist Party in prewar days. Also, in these works, he considered that journalism
converts thought into commercialized products. As such, it is possible to show that the activities

and thought of Ohya during the Occupation period maintain continuity with those after 1955.



