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Bonner Fellers and the Office of Strategic Services Planning Group
Haruo IGUCHI

This article examines Bonner Fellers’ thoughts and activities during his stint at the Office of
Strategic Services Planning Group. Fellers analyzed world affairs through the prism of anti-
Communism and containing Soviet expansionism. He also emphasized airpower as the crucial
source of American postwar influence in the world. Finally, Fellers was an Asia-Firster and
advocated the prioritization of military resources allocation to his mentor in the Pacific theatre,
Douglas MacArthur for whom Fellers served as his confidant during the latter half of the 1930s.
Fellers’ advocacy on the last point was influenced by his ulterior motive to work under MacArthur

again in case he could not secure a position in the Middle East which was his first choice for the

upcoming reassignment.



